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Through its rich history, the church has
served the community by providing a place to
make great memories that range from bap-
tisms to weddings. To honor the church’s 150
year celebration Zionist Methodist has planned
various events such as a church picnic, pot-
luck suppers, and culminating with a special
gala dinner in the fall.

This yearlong celebration will truly be a re-
markable experience to the Zion Methodist
congregation and all those who participate. A
true prominent staple to the area, | wish the
Zion Methodist Church of West Walworth
many more years of service and success.

TRIBUTE TO JAMES VERMEULEN
HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate James Vermeulen, Sr. upon
his nomination to the Plymouth Community
Hall of Fame.

Having served as President of the Plymouth
Kiwanis Club, and currently serving as a
Kiwanis Foundation board member,
Vermeulen has striven to help children. But he
has done much more. Vermeulen has held the
post of Director for the Salvation Army, in
which capacity he has endeavored to assist all
who are less fortunate than he. Indeed, every
December, Vermeulen is instrumental in rais-
ing money through the Salvation Army’s bell-
ringing project. Whether serving with the
Kiwanis Club, Salvation Army, or simply help-
ing a neighbor in need, Vermeulen has dem-
onstrated exemplary compassion and leader-
ship.

Let us commend James Vermeulen, Sr. for
his dedication to bettering our community and
our country, and for his induction into the
Plymouth Community Hall of Fame.

TRIBUTE TO IRVING GREENBLUM

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Irving Greenblum for his induction
as a laureate in the 2006 Laredo Business
Hall of Fame, and for his incredible dedication
to the City of Laredo, Texas.

Irving Greenblum was born in 1929 in
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, and moved with his
family as a young boy to the City of Laredo.
He graduated from Martin High School in 1946
and later graduated from the University of
Texas in 1950 with a degree in Latin-American
economics.

Mr. Greenblum has admirably served the
community of Laredo, Texas, through his
membership and work in several civic, social,
educational, and governmental organizations
such as the Banco BCH, Laredo Philharmonic,
Children’s Museum, San Antonio Manor Home
for the Aged, Ruth B. Cowl Rehabilitation Cen-
ter, Congregation Agudas Achim, and the
DeMolay Masonic Children.

In addition to his community service, Mr.
Greenblum has served on the boards of Inter-
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national Bancshares Corp. and International
Bank of Commerce. He currently serves as
president and founding member of the Laredo
Area Community Foundation. For his dedica-
tion and hard work in making the Laredo busi-
ness community stronger and better, he will
be honored by the Junior Achievement
League in his induction into the 2006 Business
Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had this
time to recognize the bravery and dedication
of Irving Greenblum, and | thank you for this
time.

———

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NAACP BAY CITY BRANCH

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to honor the Bay City
Branch of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People as it celebrates
50 years as a dedicated champion of civil
rights. On June 2, 2006 the members of the
Bay City Branch will come together to revere
its founding members and renew its commit-
ment to justice for all.

Roy Wilkins chartered the first branch of the
NAACP in Bay City in 1918. This was at a
time when the NAACP was instrumental in
convincing President Woodrow Wilson to pub-
licly denounce lynching. The Branch was dis-
banded but it was re-chartered in 1938 by At-
torney Oscar Baker Sr. and chartered a third
time in 1946.

In 1955, NAACP member Rosa Parks was
arrested for refusing to give up her seat on a
Montgomery Alabama bus and one of the larg-
est grassroots civil rights movements was
born. The NAACP was at the forefront of this
struggle and Reverend Obie Matthew, Pastor
of the Second Baptist Church, organized the
present Bay City Branch the following year on
October 8, 1956. 50 years later the Branch is
still fighting for equality of all citizens.

The Bay City Branch has led the fight
against discrimination in housing, education,
employment, healthcare, and the criminal jus-
tice system. Some of its notable fights were
the Migrant Negroes from Georgia Case, the
Bay County Skating Rink Case in the 1960s,
the Woolworth 5 & 10 Store Sit-in, the hiring
of the first African American teachers by the
Bay City School District, and the inclusion of
a Black History Class in the Bay City Central
High School curriculum. The Branch has given
away more than 70 scholarships to high
school students. They have supported CORY
Place, sponsored a summer USDA Food and
Activity program for children, and worked with
other local agencies to improve the living con-
ditions in Bay City.

The hymn, “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” was
written by James Weldon Johnson in 1900. In
it he wrote, “Sing a song full of hope that the
present has brought us; Facing the rising sun
of our new day begun, Let us march on till vic-
tory is won.” Under the current leadership of
President Idella White, the Bay City Branch is
marching on in the fight to remove barriers to
racial equality. The Bay City Branch remains
committed to educating citizens about their
constitutional rights, and the adverse effects of
racial discrimination.

May 2, 2006

Mr. Speaker, | am asking the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating the
Bay City Branch of the NAACP for 50 years of
commitment to social justice. The members
are to be commended for their steadfast fight
against racial hatred and | pray that together
we will eliminate this scourge from our nation
and the world.

————

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR EDDIE O.
REED

HON. TOM COLE

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to commend Mayor Eddie O. Reed, who is re-
tiring as Mayor of Midwest City after many
years of public service.

In this country we are fortunate to have pub-
lic servants of Mayor Reed’s caliber. All too
often we take such individuals for granted.
Most of the rest of the world is not so lucky,
so | take this opportunity to praise a man who
as Mayor of Midwest City has been an excel-
lent public servant who has made life better
for his community and its people.

Eddie Reed has been Mayor of Midwest
City since 1993. As Mayor, he has improved
public safety, city streets, and drainage in Mid-
west City. Indeed, building on the work of his
father, who also served as Mayor of Midwest
City, Eddie Reed has transformed his city,
making it an engine of economic growth in our
state. All of his many successes have resulted
from his skill at building partnerships and
bringing people together.

Mr. Speaker, under Mayor Reed’s leader-
ship, many quality of life improvement projects
have been completed. These include the Mar-
ion C. Reed Baseball Complex, the new Sen-
ior Citizens Center opened in 1999, and the
renovation of the John Conrad Regional Golf
Course. Mayor Reed has also improved Mid-
west City’s infrastructure including a new
water tower, a widened Post Road between
SE 29th Street and 15th Street, and a recon-
structed intersection at East Reno and SE
15th Street.

Perhaps the most important accomplishment
of Mayor Reed’s, over the course of his distin-
guished career, was his successful role in the
BRAC process. The importance of his work in
protecting Tinker Air Force Base, and the im-
pact that has for the economy of Midwest City
and for all of central Oklahoma, simply cannot
be overstated.

Mr. Speaker, | want to conclude by giving
the Mayor the highest compliment anyone can
ever give a public servant: After 13 years as
Mayor, Midwest City is in even better shape at
the end of his term than it was at the begin-
ning. That is the best monument to his
achievements. | wish him and his wife, Julie,
the best in their new life.

———

INTRODUCTION OF “NETWORK
NEUTRALITY ACT OF 2006

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the “Network Neutrality Act of




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T11:32:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




